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FINDING YOUR WAY

North Minneapolis to host its first arts crawl
By JEFFREY E. McCANTS
jmccants@startribune.com

rt crawls are nothing new 
to the Twin Cities, but an 
event that starts today will 

mark the first one held in north 
Minneapolis.

Flow: A NorthSide ArtsCrawl  
will bring together visual and per-
forming artists, pairing them with 
area businesses that act as venues 
for their works. From 6 p.m. to 10 
p.m., about 150 artists will have their 
talents displayed and performed on 
four stages and 17 galleries, studios, 
businesses and organizations along 
W. Broadway, mostly between Penn 
and Lyndale Avenues N.

Crawlers will be able to walk be-
tween many of the venues, with 
signs and balloons marking partici-
pating locations. “I think, when you 
can feel the weight and the [con-
nection] to the community, to see 
it in a cohesive way like this, I think 
it should make people proud,” said 
Dudley Voigt, Flow coordinator.

Talents on display will include 

spoken word, storytelling, art, 
dancing and singing. Members of 
Juxtaposition Arts, Inc., a nonprof-
it organization dedicated to creat-
ing positive outlets for young visu-
al artists, will paint 20 garbage cans 
to place around the neighborhood 
as part of the arts display. 

Also starting in conjunction with 
Flow are the second annual PEACE 
Games, which are being held in 
north Minneapolis this weekend 
through Aug. 10. This citywide 
event allows teenagers to compete 
in athletic events such as basket-
ball, baseball, and track and fi eld. 

Voigt wants Flow to serve as a 
way to open up north Minneapo-
lis to the rest of the city. She hopes 
this program will show people a 
positive side of the area, which has 
been plagued by a higher-than-av-
erage crime rate.

“We need to come together and 
celebrate,” Voigt said. “I would like 
Flow to make north Minneapolis 
belong to everybody.”

Jeffrey E. McCants • 612-673-4145

Bob Rudie got a haircut from Bill Weston at Hairworks on the St. Thomas campus. Weston has run the on-campus shop for 35 years.

Hair today...
 Story and photos by J O E  K I M B A L L  • jkimball@startribune.com

Today is Weston’s last official day at the barber 
shop before it turning over to its new owner. 
When Weston started during the Vietnam War, 
men wore their hair longer; now it’s “short, but 
not too short; kind of normal.”

F or Bill Weston, the barber of St. Thomas,  it’s Hair Today, Gone Tomorrow.
After 35 years of snipping and clipping at the university’s St. Paul campus, today  is 

Weston’s last official day before turning over the shop to new owner Zachary Pease, a 
28-year-old barber from Minneapolis.

Weston, 64, is a popular figure on campus and has many customers who first sat in his 
chair as students decades ago and still return for regular trims and campus updates. He plans 
to continue working in the shop on Mondays.

Long hair was the norm when Weston started in the Murray Hall shop during the Viet-
nam War in 1971. Since then he has seen styles come and go. Currently, he said, young guys 
like it “short, but not too short; kind of normal.”

When women were first admitted to St. Thomas in 1977, he had to learn some new tricks, 
he said. But over the years,  his customers have remained about 90 percent male.

Weston has cut the hair of Jim Winterer , veteran St. 
Thomas news service director, for 25 years.

“With Bill, what was said in the barber shop stayed 
in the barber shop. He’s been a confidant and friend to 
thousands,” Winterer said. “He knew the ups and downs 
of our lives from college presidents to freshmen.

“And on top of it all, he’s a good barber.”
It’s a one-man shop, so who cuts Weston’s hair?
“I do,” Weston said. He hangs a second mirror behind him so he can use both hands. “You 

have to practice a lot, but after you give 300,000 or 350,000 haircuts, you can do it.”
Does he do it there in the shop? 
“No, at home. I don’t want anyone to know I cut my own hair.”

C U T T I N G  R O O M

about Bill Weston, as nar-
rated by Joe Kimball, click on 
www.startribune.com/a1576 .

North YMCA plans expansion to refocus on kids
By AISHA EADY 
aeady@startribune.com

The North Community YMCA 
wants a makeover to restore its more 
youthful glow.

So many adults are taking up space 
at the popular “Y” in north Minne-
apolis that it’s not able to accommo-
date those who need it the most — 

the thousands of kids who live with-
in a mile of the building,  said Har-
old Mezile, president and CEO of 
the YMCA of Metropolitan Minne-
apolis. 

As a result, Mezile said, the North 
Community “Y, at 1711 W. Broadway, 
has embarked on an expansion proj-
ect designed to double its capacity. 

The expansion, which will cost 

an estimated $6 million, will allow 
the “Y” to move its adult programs 
to a new location at the NorthPoint 
Health and Wellness Center, 1313 
Penn Av. N., and to serve more of the 
neighborhood kids. 

The Cargill Foundation has al-
ready announced that it will contrib-
ute $2.5 million. 

The building would be renamed 
the North Community YMCA Youth 
and Family Enrichment Center.

The plan would expand the aquat-

ic center, add equipment to the fit-
ness room and add meeting rooms 
for learning programs such as His-
panic Achievers and Black Achiev-
ers. 

About the proposed expansion, 
Mezile said: “Young people will have 
a safe place to go, and that place will 
be focused on young people.” 

It would also provide more em-
ployment opportunities for young 
people. 

Mezile said he hopes the Cargill 

gift will encourage more corporate 
giving. 

“It truly is a leadership gift that we 
hope will be a catalyst to the entire 
corporate community,” he said. 

Cargill’s gift, to be distributed 
over five years, is the largest corpo-
rate contribution ever received by 
the YMCA of Metropolitan Minne-
apolis.

Aisha Eady • 612-673-4690

! The $6 million project would  move adult activities to a new 
location, improve the aquatic center and add meeting rooms.

Officer in shooting 
may have made 
past racial remark 

 The Minneapolis police officer who shot and 
killed a 19-year-old last Saturday was addressed 
in 2005 for allegedly using a “derogatory term” 
but was never officially disciplined, police said 
Thursday.

No one ever came forward with a first-hand 
account of the incident in which officer Jason 
Andersen  allegedly made inappropriate remarks 
while off duty, said Deputy Chief Don Harris , who 
is in charge of the department’s professional stan-
dards bureau. He did not detail the remark, which 
Interim Police Chief Tim Dolan had previously 
said was a “derogatory racial term.”

Harris said that second- and third-hand ac-
counts of an alleged incident during a social gath-
ering came to his attention in 2005. But without a 
first-hand complaint, an investigation was not ini-
tiated, he said.

One of Andersen’s superiors spoke with the of-
ficer about the rumors, Harris said. Andersen was 
in the police academy at the time. He joined the 
Fourth Precinct in 2005.

“Because of the sketchiness of the information 
we had at the time, addressing it by having the 
training staff discuss it with the officer and moni-
tor his behavior was an appropriate course of ac-
tion,” Harris said.

Andersen was a “stellar performer” in the acad-
emy and was not a cause for concern as an officer, 
Harris said.

Andersen fatally shot Fong Lee  of Minneapolis 
on Saturday after a foot chase at Cityview Elemen-
tary School, 3350 N. 4th St. Police have said Lee was 
the recipient in an alleged drug transaction and that 
a gun was found on the ground near his body.

Andersen was taken off of paid administrative 
leave Tuesday but had not returned to work as of 
Thursday, Harris said.

CHAO XIONG

Roseville beach closed 
because of E. coli levels

 Ramsey County Parks officials on Thursday 
closed the beach at Lake McCarrons Park in 
Roseville after recent tests there showed elevated 
levels of E. coli bacteria.

Jody Yungers , the county’s director of park ser-
vices and operations, said authorities will conduct 
daily tests and won’t reopen the beach until E. coli 
levels decline. For now, she said, “We are not antic-
ipating we will be open this weekend.”

The bacteria problem was discovered in the 
course of the county’s weekly testing, Yungers 
said. It’s possible that hard rains earlier this week 
increased runoff and spilled goose droppings in 
the lake, she said. She added that there have been 
no reports of anyone getting sick at McCarrons.

The county’s eight other beaches have report-
ed no problems and remain open to the public, 
Yungers said.

KEVIN DUCHSCHERE

 KARE’s ratings sink 
at 10; WCCO leads

KARE, Channel 11, saw its 10 p.m. news ratings 
sink into the single digits during the July Nielsen 
household ratings period for the first time in re-
cent memory.

KARE fell to a 9.5 rating and an 18 percent audi-
ence share. It was clobbered by WCCO, Channel 4, 
which posted a 12.6 rating — the percentage of all 
households with TV sets — and a 24 percent share 
of the audience actually viewing at that hour. 

WCCO’s 6 p.m. news, featuring the new hus-
band-and-wife team of Amelia Santaniello and for-
mer KARE anchor Frank Vascellaro, also got a nice 
boost. In May that newscast had an 8.9 rating and a 
20 share, which improved to 9.2 and 22 in July.

KMSP, Channel 9, saw its 9 p.m. news ratings 
rise 13 percent over last July, to 7.9 and a 15 percent 
audience share. KSTP, Channel 5, suffered a drop at 
10 p.m., with a 5.6 rating and 11 percent share.

WCCO is now rated No. 1 in all its local news-
casts, with the exception of the morning news, 
where KARE still edges out a victory.

DEBORAH CAULFIELD RYBAK


