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Tommy Peaches helped carry a chalkboard from The City Inc. The school 
had an enrollment of 85 students last year in grades seven through 12.

Photos by ELIZABETH FLORES • eflores@startribune.com
The City Inc.’s old school at 1545 E. Lake St. sits empty. The group wants to lease a closed elementary 
school in south Minneapolis, and some neighbors are nervous about it.

Finding a home 
for those trying 

to find their place

By AISHA EADY • aeady@startribune.com

On the south side of Minneapolis, an elemen-
tary school building sits empty. Flowers grow 
in the outside planter, but weeds have made

their home there as well.
The Minneapolis school district wants to find a

tenant for the school. The City Inc. wants to lease it 
for its south Minneapolis school program.

Deal? It isn’t that simple.
Many neighborhood residents say The City Inc.’s 

alternative school program for 85 teenagers doesn’t 
belong in Northrop school, 1611 E. 46th St. A public
meeting on the proposal drew nearly 300 people last 
month. Last week , residents made their case again to 
school board members.

“The neighborhood has consistently stated … that 
they oppose any reuse of the facility that would in-
volve teenagers or secondary students,” said Pau-
lette Wilson , president of the Field Regina Northrop 
Neighborhood Group  board. “The neighborhood has 
repeatedly communicated our concern about the high
concentration of at-risk youth this reuse would pres-
ent.” 

“All we really want is a chance to be good neigh-
bors,” said Delon Smith , principal of The City Inc.’s 
south side program.

Of all the school buildings being closed and reused 
in Minneapolis these days, Northrop elementary has 
faced the most opposition, said school board mem-
ber Colleen Moriarty , who sits on the reuse planning 
committee. 

Northrop offers ‘a better shot’
Northrop’s building and location are much better

for The City’s students than its former location on
Lake Street, said President and CEO Fred Easter . The
old building does not have a stove, a stage or a gym. 
Some rooms do not have windows. 

“If you put kids in a pleasant setting, you have a bet-
ter shot than if you put them in the basement of a bank 
branch and then teach them about the great things in 
the world outside,” Easter said.

Northrop, he said, “gives us the possibility to have 
a first-class education, to challenge kids and expose 
them to the widest range of opportunities.” 

Javonna Turner, 18, graduated from The City Inc. 
after stints at Roosevelt, Southwest and another alter-
native school and hopes to attend a historically black 
college in Atlanta. Unlike some of her classmates, 
Turner chose to attend The City Inc. Some students 
come to The City Inc. because they weren’t succeed-
ing at traditional high schools. Others are on proba-
tion. Some have been identified as gang members. 

“I don’t think all of The City Inc. kids are bad,” 
Turner said. “The person that doesn’t have the kid
with the learning disability, the person who doesn’t 
have the kid that doesn’t fit in, doesn’t have a lot of 
money, doesn’t have the mom or dad who isn’t there 
… when people don’t have the problems they don’t
worry about it.”

Julia Inz Arneson, a juvenile court public defender,
works with students like those who attend the school.
She also is a Northrop resident and among those who 
see it as a bad fit for Northrop school. “These are my 
clients, too,” Arneson said. “I represent a lot of good
kids, but some of them do bad things.”

The role of race is debated
Residents have their hands full with the social

service programs already in the area, said Valerie
Gunderson, a Northrop resident and incoming board 
member of the neighborhood group.  “This feels like
one more thing they can’t possibly take on,” she said.

Easter said that the residents view his students as
criminals and not students. “Any kid who is affiliated 
with a gang but is coming to school every day is look-
ing for another way,” Easter said. 

“Of course race plays a role,” Easter said. Most of 
The City Inc. students are black. “But what makes the 
most sense is that people have an immense opposi-
tion to change.”

Arneson and other residents said race is not the is-
sue. “If you knew my neighbors, I don’t think you can 
make that assumption,” Arneson said. 

Mikael Rudolph, a theater professional who has
lived in the Northrop neighborhood for four months, 

! The City Inc.’s alternative high school 
program doesn’t belong in Northrop 
elementary school, many neighbors say.

hasn’t made up his mind about the proposal.
“Having just moved from the north side, I’ve done 

10 years battling teenagers, punks, gang bangers and
wannabees,” he said. “I feel the burden is on the cre-
ators of the proposal to show us that bringing 90 or so 
troubled teenagers and releasing them into the neigh-
borhood is not going to have a negative impact.”

But he also wonders about the neighborhood’s re-
action. “If this were an alternative high school that 
was drawing students from Edina and Eden Prairie,
would they be crying out so much?” he said. “The de-
nial of racism was a little bit too strong.” 

 Northrop is one of 13 Minneapolis school buildings 
closed since 2005, and one of seven offered for lease. 
According to the district website, all leases were to be 
arranged by July 1.

No leases have been written, Moriarty said. When 
all the properties are leased, “it will save the district
up to $5 million over five years,” she said.

“I hope we find a good place for the alternative 
school that is more welcoming,” Moriarty said. “The 
concerns about The City Inc. proposal have been du-
ly noted.”

Aisha Eady • 612-673-4690 

Finney 
Says 
everyone 
calls him 
Chief. 

Fletcher
“Silliness 
and 
games-
manship.” 

The Sheriff and the Chief file dueling nicknames 
 By CURT BROWN
curt.brown@startribune.com

The nicknames-on-the-ballot brou-
haha heated up in Ramsey County when 
Sheriff Bob Fletcher filed for reelection 
Monday, using the name Bob “Sheriff” 
Fletcher. 

He did so only days after accusing his
challenger, retired St. Paul Police Chief Bill 
Finney, of violating election law by using

A perfect 10?
Eden Prairie 
thinks so 
about rating

 Eden Prairie Mayor Nancy 
Tyra-Lukens always figured 
her city had idyllic potential. On
Monday, Money magazine con-
firmed that the west-metro sub-
urb is indeed a special place to 
live by ranking it 10th on a list of 
the nation’s best small cities.

Just behind Eden Prairie —
“home to the families of [Twin 
Cities] sports pros and Fortune 
500 execs,” according to Money
— was the Dakota County suburb
of Eagan, in 12th place. Blaine nar-
rowly missed out on top 50 hon-
ors, finishing 54th, while Roches-
ter was ranked 67th.

The magazine, which began 
its study with 745 cities, aimed 
to show where one can find “big-
city opportunities — with a lot
more green space and a lot less 
stress.” Thirty-eight quality-of-
life indicators were used.

The rankings were shown 
on NBC’s “Today” show, and al-
though news from Lebanon ap-
parently squeezed the coverage
into a spotlight on the top five
communities, Tyra-Lukens said, 
“That’s OK, we’ll take ‘Top 10.’ ”

She took on the competition, 
too. When told Fort Collins, 
Colo., the first-place city, could
boast of 60 miles of hiking and
biking trails, Tyra-Lukens re-
plied: “We’ve got 90 [miles] —
and we’re growing.”

House hunters should note, 
however, that Eagan, just two 
spaces behind Eden Prairie,
has a median home price of 
$232,000, compared with Eden
Prairie’s $289,250. 

ANTHONY LONETREE

City Hall to plant 
rooftop garden 
amid downtown’s 
concrete canyon 

Is it a roof or a courtyard?
A hidden spot on top of a one-sto-

ry section of Minneapolis City Hall
is both, really. And starting next sum-
mer, this place will deal a small blow 
against global warming.

The center roof of the historic 
building will become a luxuriant park
with plants climbing into the air and 
a miniature Mississippi River flowing 
past a walking path.

The “green roof” movement in
construction makes buildings more
friendly to the environment by using 
vegetation to absorb the sun’s heat
and capturing rain that would other-
wise wash filth into rivers.

To build the system of cisterns, 
garden plots and a shallow water 
feature, the city and county are each 
spending $154,000, while private 
grants are contributing $160,000.

Part of the roof is already green. 
A patch of moss discovered grow-
ing on the gravel is a variety never 
before found in Hennepin County, 
said L. Peter MacDonagh of the Kes-
trel Design Group, the green roof ’s 
designer.

The moss, which will be trans-
planted, is officially known as Lepto-
dictyum humile, although they’re call-
ing it Minneapolis City Hall Moss. 

JAMES ELI SHIFFER

G O  O N L I N E
For more information on 
City Hall’s green roof, go to
www.startribune.com/a1534 

the nickname “Chief’’ on the ballot.
The dispute now goes to a hearing at 

9 a.m. today  before Ramsey County Dis-
trict Judge Kathleen Gearin.

Fletcher acknowledged that the dis-
pute includes some “silliness and games-
manship,” but said he was trying to pro-
tect the sanctity of the ballot.

“I’ve leveled the playing field, but I’m 
not convinced it is in the best interest of 
the electoral process,’’ Fletcher said.

Finney rejected Fletcher’s offer to 
meet at 4 p.m. Tuesday, an hour before
the filing deadline, to remove both nick-
names and save taxpayers money.

“Bob doesn’t order Finney around,” the 
former police chief said. “He doesn’t like 
my name on the ballot because I’m going to 
do his job better than he ever has.”

Both candidates point to different pro-
visions of state law, part of which allows 
people on the ballot to use a nickname “by 

which the candidate is commonly or gen-
erally known in the community.” 

Finney says everyone calls him Chief, 
so he’s within the law, but another part of 
the law says no names can appear on the 
ballot if they give one candidate an ad-
vantage. The law forbids using “words
descriptive of the candidate’s occupa-
tion and qualifications” on the ballot.

Curt Brown • 651-298-1542


