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Summer advice
has librarians
hot and bothered

Librarian rage
typically is an un-
derstated deal. Li-
brarians don’t burn.
They smolder.

But this month,
the U.S. Department 
of Education almost 

managed to push librarians into fist-
shaking anger. The Ed Feds accom-
plished this feat by snubbing the
country’s public libraries when pro-
moting summer academics.

The feds have a monthly news-
letter, the Achiever, which is set up
to tout the mighty achievements of 
President Bush and his No Child Left 
Behind program.

The June issue of the publica-
tion included an article about how 
parents can prevent their kids from 
suffering “summer learning loss.’’
That’s the drop-off in math and read-
ing skills that occurs when kids are 
free to play baseball and go swim-
ming rather than go to school.

The publication suggested that
parents look at summer programs 
offered by the YMCA, Boys & Girls
Clubs, 4-H Club and Camp Fire USA 
to keep their kids thinking academ-
ic thoughts.

Kit Hadley, who heads the Minne-
apolis library system, kept staring at 
the list of suggested places.

“I even looked for a line that said,
‘continued on next page,’ ” she said.

But there was no “continued” line. 
There was not a single mention of li-
braries.

“You would think we’re all in this
together,” Hadley said. “How could 
these people forget to mention pub-
lic libraries?”

Excellent question.
In search of an answer, I e-mailed

the spokeswoman for the Achiev-
er, asking why public libraries didn’t
make the list.

The response: “Your question has 
been received. You should expect a
response within five business days.”

While awaiting that response, 
some stats about libraries, which
long have offered summertime read-
ing programs.

doug grow columnist

Grow continues: The Minneapolis 
Public Library is expecting 15,000 kids 
to take part in its reading programs. 
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STORMI GREENER • sgreener@startribune.com

The start of summer doesn’t mean the end of learning for the Tangren family of Lino Lakes. On Mondays and Fridays, Alex Tangren, 6, 
left,  and his brother Drew, 9, are attending a summer program with their mother and grandmother, who are both teachers. And when the 
Tangren boys were done with class on Friday, they shed their shoes and retreated to a hammock to read a “Star Wars” book. The boys say
they like nothing better than a hot summer day when they can go about their business shoeless.

Just kicking back with a good book

Police chief, community try to clear the air

 By TERRY COLLINS
tcollins@startribune.com

Interim Minneapolis Police Chief
Tim Dolan reiterated Friday that he’s 
“totally committed” to working with 
community members who signed a
federal mediation agreement with
police nearly three years ago to im-
prove relations.

“But we’re going to agree to dis-
agree on some issues, and that’s the 
reality of it,” Dolan said, reminding 

the community members that the 
pact is “a voluntary agreement” and 
not federally mandated.

Dolan made his comments dur-
ing a special meeting for “clearing 
the air” that was called by mem-
bers of the Police Community Re-
lations Council (PCRC), who want-
ed the chief to address some of their 
concerns. 

Prior to the meeting, the com-
munity members had threatened to 
walk away from the process, which

includes input on policies and crime-
fighting strategies as well as a role in 
responding to critical incidents.

 During an hourlong and often tes-
ty exchange at Minneapolis Urban
League offices, Dolan and the com-
munity members discussed the sta-
tus of the agreement and the reas-
signment of a lieutenant whom the
community members say is essential 
to improving teetering relations.

Afterward, Dolan called the meet-
ing positive.

! Tim Dolan of Minneapolis told members of the Police Community 
Relations Council “we’re going to agree to disagree on some issues.”

A R O U N D  T H E  M E T R O

JEFF WHEELER • Star Tribune
Athletes from all over the state 
were at the University of Minne-
sota on Friday for Day 2 of Min-
nesota’s Summer Games. Above, 
Jack Cuddy, 7, got a good view on 
the shoulders of his nanny, Maia 
Johnson, both of Northfield, as 
they cheered their friend Erik 
Pritchard in the shot put. B3 

Police continues: The use of “volun-
tary” bothers some members. B8 Ø

As a little girl is mourned, her 
death called ‘a double tragedy’

By RANDY FURST
and BILL McAULIFFE
Star Tribune staff writers 

FERGUS FALLS, MINN. – More than 
400 mourners, many of them par-
ents with small children, sang nurs-
ery songs and wept as 2-year-old 
Emily Johnson was celebrated for 
“teaching us a lot about living and
loving and trusting and joy.’’

The girl was killed in an assault at 
a home day care last week, authori-
ties said. A 13-year-old boy has been 
charged with manslaughter and is
in custody. 

Emily’s mother, Lynn Johnson, 
hunched over her daughter’s casket 
and sobbed at the end of the service 
at Bethlehem Lutheran Church. An 
hour and a half later, her face still
red from the tears, the young moth-
er talked about the memorial fund
she is setting up to remember her

daughter.
“She touched a

lot of lives in a short 
time,” Johnson said, 
sitting in a church of-
fice. “I miss her.”

The Rev. Kate 
Bruns, who encour-
aged those in the con-
gregation to sing “Patty Cake,” “Yan-
kee Doodle” and the alphabet song 
— Emily’s favorite — said in an in-
terview later that her death was “a
double tragedy” for the Fergus Falls 
community, involving two families.

Emily’s father, Travis Johnson, is a
teacher and football coach at Fergus 
Falls Middle School, while the sus-
pect is from a large family involved 
in many community and church
activities, according to friends. 

! Nursery songs couldn’t ease the grief at the funeral for  Emily 
Johnson, 2, who died at a home day care in Fergus Falls.

Emily 
Johnson

Funeral continues: She died at a 
Fargo hospital of a head injury. B9 Ø

IP gets ready for new ballgame today 
 By DANE SMITH
rdsmith@startribune.com

Hanging on after 14 years under 
three names, Minnesota’s tenacious 
Independence Party holds another
state convention today,  once again
as a hopeful underdog but with a
whole new look.

The alternative that the state’s 
third official major party will of-

fer this time is that of 
a Geek Squad, serious
and experienced policy 
professionals out to fix
glitches in government 
— but who also are try-
ing to have as much fun 
as possible.

The party will endorse candidates
in the open air at St. Paul’s Midway 
Stadium, with a brass band, a live bi-

son (the party mascot) and a flashy 
minivan that has been carrying a team 
of IP candidates around the state. 
Most attendees will stay to watch a
St. Paul Saints baseball game.

“Team Minnesota,” a slate of can-
didates for statewide office put to-
gether by IP gubernatorial candidate 
Peter Hutchinson, is expected to be 
endorsed. It’s a bit of an odd-looking
ticket for a party that, beginning with 
presidential candidate Ross Perot in 
1992, has prided itself on amateur and
even oddball status. Most of the five

candidates on the Hutchinson team 
have blue-chip academic credentials 
and long tenures in state and local
government, although none has won 
elective office before.

“We’re not coming from the out-
side as rebels,” said Hutchinson, a
longtime government consultant
who has served as state finance com-
missioner and Minneapolis schools
superintendent. 

! Trying again to be different, the Independence Party offers serious 
candidates and an unconventional convention at Midway Stadium.

IP continues: How much support 
does the party really have? B6 Ø

Hutchinson

TOM SWEENEY • tsweeney@startribune.com
Bill Toivonen, 94, greeted Ruth (Nelson) Thorness, 93, before the two 
headed to their 75th high school reunion on Friday. His niece Eva Rukes,
left, who lives in the same complex as Ruth,  brought the couple together.

FIRST DATE

By AISHA EADY 
aeady@startribune.com

They met in third grade. She
was Ruthie Nelson then — busy, 
outgoing and, to his eyes, the
prettiest girl at Bryn Mawr Ele-
mentary in Minneapolis.

William Toivonen was an out-
doors type who enjoyed fishing 
and camping. They went on to 
Lincoln Middle School and even-
tually North High School. 

He never got around to ask-
ing her out — until recently, to 
attend the 75th reunion of the
North High Class of 1931.

Arriving to pick up Ruth —
Thorness now — at Calvary Cen-
ter Cooperative in Golden Valley 
on Friday, he didn’t waste time 
in his greeting. “After 80 years
we’ve known each other, and I fi-
nally got a date.” She didn’t miss a
beat. “You never asked before.” 

As they made their way down 
the hallways of the DoubleTree
Hotel in St. Louis Park, their 90-
plus-year-old classmates joined
their march toward the event 
room — 20 in all.

Class of ’31 ��� gives 
two a chance to start anew

Reunion continues: The school 
buildings are long gone. B5 Ø
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Some didn’t recognize one
another; others did. There was
a chorus of “Do you remember 
me?” and “Yes, I sure do.” 

The color of Thorness’ hair 
has changed, but a familiar 
wave fell above her right eye.
Her back is slightly stooped. 
The walker she uses to get 
around has a shiny cranber-
ry-colored paint job. Her face
is still round, and despite the
lines earned over 93 years, she 
has a youthful complexion.

Toivonen, 94, has most of 
the hair he had in high school. 
He dressed smartly in a gray
suit with fine stripes.

Much has changed since the 
two — who are both widowed
— were in school. Bryn Mawr
Elementary no longer sits on
the same spot. The first build-
ing was demolished in 1974.
The North High School build-
ing is not the same as the one
they attended in the 1930s. 

The city has changed, too. 
“I can’t say it was integrat-
ed,” Cerna Gendler said of her 
class. “I think there was only 
one black in our class.”

As other graduating class-
es grew apart, the Class of 1931 
kept in touch. “This is the first 
reunion I know of to go to 75,” 
said Dewane Pagel, president
of the Minneapolis North High 
School alumni.

Ed Silberman, chairman of 
the reunion board, said of the
688  graduates in ’31: “Fifty of us
are still alive.” Silberman said 
he doubts there will be anoth-
er reunion in five years. 

‘Right off the bat’
“It’s Providence that we got 

together again,” Toivonen said. 
He hadn’t seen Thorness since 
high school until a chance 
meeting in the aisle of a Rain-
bow Foods five years ago.

“We recognized each other
right off the bat,” he said.

 They talked in the store, but 
that was it. 

Their big date might nev-
er have happened if not for 
Toivonen’s 78-year-old niece, 

Entries 
from the 
1931 North 
High School 
yearbook.

Their first date, 75 years later 
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Eva Rukes. She lives next door 
to Thorness in the Calvary 
apartments. One day, Thor-
ness mentioned she was go-
ing to her high school reunion. 
Rukes knew her uncle was go-
ing, too.

“I told her, ‘I betcha you 
could ride along with him,’ ”
Rukes said. A phone call to 
Toivonen later and the match
was made, but not without a lit-
tle coaxing.

“She was beside herself de-
ciding whether she should go 
or not,” Rukes said. Thorness
uses a walker to get around 
and didn’t want to inconve-
nience Toivonen. He assured
her that he didn’t mind; he us-
es a cane, after all. They would 
be “gimpy and limpy,” he said.
They would just have to help 
each other around at the re-
union. 

Rukes and some of the oth-
er Calvary ladies took Thor-
ness shopping for a new outfit. 
“They were more excited than 
I was,” she said.

‘A chance to go back’
“I’m so excited for these

folks,” said Rob Gauthier, gen-
eral manager of the St. Louis
Park DoubleTree Hotel.

“I’ve had some regrets in my 
day, not asking someone out on
a date,” he said. “It’s nice he had 
a chance to go back.”

Toivonen and Thorness
might not have been the only 
love connection in the room. 
Miriam Keesey was keeping 
an eye on her mother, Priscilla 
Osterhus Aftreth of San Diego. 
Priscilla was “the class clown,
class organizer and class flirt,”
her daughter said — as if the
two sequined cowboy hats she 
wore didn’t give that away. 

Keesey pointed at the gen-
tleman sitting next to her
mother, Wesley Burnham, 93. 

“That’s the boyfriend,”
Keesey said. “I suspect that’s
why we flew all the way up 
here from California.”

Aisha Eady • 612-673-4690

2 GREAT LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU BETTER!
NORTH METRO:

Northway Shopping Center
9155 S. Hwy Dr. 

Circle Pines, MN 55014
763-717-1640

SOUTH METRO:
8811 Lyndale Ave. S.

Bloomington, MN 55420
952-253-1972

A-1A-1Foam&
“Your F

All Major Credit Cards Accepted. Not Valid with any other promotion or coupon.

FOAM FOR EVERY USE
• Cushion Replacement • Specialty Foams 

• Bed Toppers & Pillows • Poker Tables
• Camping Pads
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When You Bring In This Ad

See the experts before spending a fortune 
for a memory foam mattress!

6210 Wayzata Blvd. Minneapolis 763-567-2212
Located on the north frontage road of 394, between Xenia & Louisiana Ave.

Custom Framing Sale
Hundreds of styles... all at outlet pricing

Take an Additional 25% OFF
(with coupon)

Monday-

Saturday

10-5

ExpiresJuly
15th

Get up early to deliver the Star Tribune newspaper. Independent contractors have a profi t 
potential of approximately $80 to $200 per week. (Actual results may vary.) Both daily 

(Monday through Friday) and weekend (Saturday-Sunday) routes are available.

Plymouth/Long Lake

Wayzata/Corcoran/Medina/

Hamel

763-559-8604

Downtown, NE, SE 

N. Minneapolis Area

612-673-4575

South Minneapolis Area

612-721-2969

Edina/St. Louis Park

Hopkins/SW Mpls.

952-922-6474

Savage/Burnsville

952-895-8159

Crystal/Brooklyn Center

New Hope/Golden Valley

Robbinsdale

763-542-8520

Richfi eld/Bloomington

Edina (55435, 55439)

952-884-0556

Eden Prairie

Chanhassen

952-927-0733

Osseo/Maple Grove/

Brooklyn Park

Champlin

763-424-5992

New Brighton/Fridley

Mounds View/Columbia 

Heights/Arden Hills

763-571-7810

Coon Rapids/Blaine

Circle Pines

763-780-6941

Roseville

Shoreview

White Bear Lake

Vadnais Heights

Little Canada

Oakdale

North St. Paul

651-484-4147

Eagan/Apple Valley

Rosemount

Mendota Heights

651-452-9401

FOR DETAILS, CALL:

GOING OUT 
OF BUSINESS
Final Days To Save!
SAVINGS UP TO
50% OFF

EVERYTHING MUST GO!

FURNITURE STORE AT

Hurry!Hurry!
SHOP NOW FOR BESTSHOP NOW FOR BEST

SELECTION!SELECTION!
Bring your TRUCK!Bring your TRUCK!

Bring Your TRAILER!Bring Your TRAILER!
Haul it YOURSELFHaul it YOURSELF

and SAVE like never before!and SAVE like never before!

2423 COON RAPIDS BLVD.
COON RAPIDS

(763) 862-2241
X

Coon Rapids Blvd.

Next to Pizza HutH
an

so
n

X
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Hours: M-T 10-9pm; Fri. 10-7pm; Sun. Noon-5pm

Order Now & Save on 
America’s #1 Selling Sunroom!

612-746-1990

MAPLEWOOD
1983 Sloan Place, Suite 15

(Highway 35E, off Roselawn)

Member of

*FREE Sunroom Addition based on average consumer debt consolidation,
including possible refi nancing and the resulting monthly payment reduc-
tions which could cover the monthly cost of the sunroom. Additionally, the 
resulting interest savings could more then cover the total cost of the new 
sunroom, depending on the fi nal size and price. All fi nancial evaluations 
performed by a Minnesota/Wisconsin licensed Mortgage Broker.

sunrooms
& EXTERIORS

TEMO
MN License #20321887

Visit Our Showroom

You may qualify for

 a FREE TEMO Sunroom!*

Let us show you how! 

Call Today!

You may qualify for

 a FREE TEMO Sunroom!*

Let us show you how! 

Call Today!

Save up to

$3,000 or 10%
on any Sunroom 

or Room Addition

Discounts apply to regular list prices. Not valid with any other 

offers or prior purchases. Offer expires June 30, 2006


